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25X1 army xettie. (At the time of induction, one very seliom received the correct
E y

clothing size. Later on, aftsr ascignment to a ¢ th
25X1 saw to it that clothing £1t.) wm;
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Each soldier carried ic his pocket a cepsule
25X1 whizh contained s paper giving Yis name end home nddress.

A soldier is required to take good care S hls olod inz and $¢ meke minor
repairs. The green uniforms were issusd in aiterra vears, the heavy over-
ceat once during military service, shoez once = year. Sheeis are laundered
and change? twice a menth, underwear laundered and changed cnce s week. A
scldler 4s el.c issued two metel cuntainers, filled vaspestively with oil
for oiling his rifie and a chemizcal for removing »at, and rsceived periodic
supplies for these containers.

A Soviet zoldisr knows fromw his dally experience which grasses, berries,
roots, mughroome are edible and this knoviedge is utilized in some of hiz
fleld %raining. Dwring certoin summer maneuvers, special three-day rations
e.e 1lssued. Thiz pazzege contains twe lbs of ary bread, two z-lb packages
of grits, 100 grams of sugar (not well packaged), two lbs of dried fish or
sardines, two 1hs of scup concentrate and one 1t of canned beef. Soldiers
are usuelly fed, however, from field kit:hens while on maneuver. Since a

\ Sovict soldier raceives no puy. he is given each month 2 certsin amount of
rocket money, ranging from 5.5 rutles to 2% ruhles for o sergeant. Some-
times tobacno is dietributed in warying amdunts according 4o e soldier's
rank.

25X1 No special summer clothing is issued during parashute training. An es-
pecially warm coat with fur collar or hood was used during the winter.
Some of these onets wers fwr-lined, others estion-lined. Quilted trousers
25X1 with cotton inner linings were worn over the standard-issue green uniform.
Parkes with fur esr laps and chin suraps were also usad. A parachutist was
issuad a single-tlade knife simiiar to & US hunting knife and usually a
tommy-gun. Officers were given Tokarysev Tulski (TT) pistols. The soldier
who was respcnsible for the machine gun assigned tc the unit was given a
TT pistcl for his proteciiorn. Regular army bocts were worn by parachu-
tists, but & special type of woolen footwesar, called valenkl, was wern
Juring the coldeet weather. The insignia of the raratroop corps was the
crogsed wings and propellers and paratroop officerc wore perachute insignie
on the left, sleeve.

Two types of parachutes were used in training and actual Jurp operations.
They will be identified hereafter hy their code letters, FD6 and PD4L.
PD6 has the following characteristics. It is a round, white silk para-
chute with a hole in the certer, about S4 square neters, with a pull cord
and draw parachute. OQther featurss are similar to those of the parachutes
used by the US Army. The nenging system is also similar to that found in
US perachuios. As an emergency meesure during World wer II when silk was
‘uinyuilsbie, PDUL wes made of percale and strengthened by strips of the
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sage materal., It was & four-angled paracnute of approximately 7C squawcs
meters with one engle much larger than any other. The parachute was so de-
signed for direction purposes. The parachutist faced the biggest angle and
was blown in that direction. The PDYL was equipped with a pull cord for the
rarachutist tc manipulate. In addition the PD4L had at its.outside center
& short coxd tied Lo a 7 - 10 meter rope with metal hook attached. This
device was used as the parachutist left the plane, the body weight breaking
the short cord ard causing the parachute to open.

Little stress was >laced on cooking in the field. Reserve rations of  soup
concentrate, grits, and meat were supplied and the soldiers did their own
cooking over the fire. Sometimes during very bad weather, mobile kitchens
were 1n operation. Drinking water was tsken usually from wells and streams
in the maneuver area. Occasionally water wac treated chemically for drink-
ing purposer. During batile positions, fleld kitchens did issue drinkirg
water. Bedding-down in the tield wwe nothing mere.than lying down on the
ground. In very ccld areas, the soldiers coillected pine needles and bran-
ches for bedding-down purposes. Bach scldier wes suppliled with a triangular
Piece of heavy green canvas which could be used for cover or, when matched
with another, ms & tent.

[%he zupply division of each {

army gof, ite suppilice from a central depch or directly from the factories
and theresfier distributed thew no the corps, éivision, regiment and
battaliion levels. Each regiment had & pecisl suppiy officer witk e finance
officer and acrountant under him. EBach batizlion hed a supply platoon and
the cognizant officer wss ascounteble 4o the regimental. supply officer.
Norms were established for ths number o2 monthe e psair of choes must be worn,
for exampie, and thus furnish a way of checking vn suppiies. Usually when
new wnlforme or supplies were 1spued, the 013 onee were furned in. Checks
were &isc made when inveantorlse were takes twice & year. Concerning major
repalirs, the soldler reported to the master sergeant and through him to the
supply pisteon otlicer and regimert supply officer. Repuirs were usually
made at this level, 1f no% ah the diviaion rzpeir shsp..
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Burial procedures are the simplest in the USSR. Usually when a soldier is
killej, one of hie friends removes the identification capsule aud all
letters end personal papers befor: burying him on the battlefield. The
person who huries the soldier is responsibie for notifying either the
paster zergsent or Lthe company crmmandsr and for turning cver all docu-
ments beloaging to.the decessed. Tha company commander in turn sends all
such compary information and dacuments to the regimentsi officer who is
responsitle for nctifying the next of kin but ususlly doe: not do it.
In &dditlion, aach divigion has & speeial buriel wunit wnich ie pressed.
inte service during heavy fighting. The unit zollests the bodies of the
dead and buriss them in mass graves, afier removing ali identification.
raves are not ususlly markel. IS an orticer 3z kalled, however, his
srAave may somatimes be marked by 4 el piywoad ssar. l—‘——|:\c‘., awsiz of 25X1
“he grictencze of aational cemeteries in *he ISSR.
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no first ald equipment cther then = tourniquet. There is &

medic or sanitar attached tc each company. He has & few aspirins and medi-
¢ine in his kit and ig a bit better prepared tc care for casuslties requir-
iag first aid bid not 3ee any medical personnel in combat wearing Red
Cross brausazrds. Ked Cross signe sre prominently displayel, however, on
the tops of ambulances. .

There were only thre: types of airplanes used - TB3, TB7, and PS8L. The
TB3 and TBT are four.mot ports and -esch one can accommodate about

0 paratroopers. the load :spacity of| lthe
heaviest type of equipment transported in these planes was the unassembled
cannon or machine gun with amwunit’on. This was packed in a cotton sack
2nd the various parts were intersticed with layers of protective cotton.
Load parachutes were attached to the sacks. ﬁtm welght of.such
a sack tc be about 500 kilograms. Food and amsunition was also transported
in this manner. The PS84 ig a two-motor transport patterned after s .
Douglas passenger plane. It is lighter and can accommodate 20 parstroopers
Plus their equipment. Kach paratrooper carried a week's supply of food,

amyunition, weapons, and a change of underwear. 1d not use gliders

at anv +ime
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The Air Porce responsible for dropping heavy equipment.

the heaviest cquipment dropped. were the sacks

containing unsssembled canmon. Sometimes when 1% was snowing heavily, this
equipmant or food packages could be dropped without parachutes , eané with-
gtand the impact with the gnow-covered earth. There were uo equipment

kits dropped with the paratrocps. The only supplies of this kind were
carried by the individua paratrooper and are given in.paragraph 9.

Horses are used to pull %5 miliimeter and 76 miliimeter cannon in combat
and to Lransport food amd supplies from division to regiment and from
regiment to battslion.

- end -
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